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Foreword
Each year pathologists at the National Toxicology Pro-
gram conduct a roundtable conference on a specific as-
pect ofrodent pathology. Atthese conferences, experts
meet to discuss the pathologic features of diseases in
an organ system or specific tissue. The historical pur-
pose ofthese annual conferences was to bring together
the many pathologists who interpret histologic material
for the National Toxicology Program to discuss topics
of mutual interest. The roundtable concept was meant
to provide a forum for sharing knowledge relative to
practical aspects ofdiagnosis and theoretical underpin-
ningsofdisease. Inrecentyears, theseconferenceshave
been open to all members of the pathology community
to maximize dissemination of current knowledge rela-
tive to the topic under discussion. The following collec-
tion of papers is the first time that the formal presen-
tations from one of these roundtable conferences have
been published.
Severalrecent 2-yeartoxicity/carcinogenicity studies
conducted by the National Toxicology Program in F344
rats and B6C3F1 mice resulted in production of treat-
ment-related ovarian lesions. Because ofthese studies,
we became acutely aware ofthe relative lack ofknowl-
edge and experience in identifying and interpreting
ovarian lesions in rats and mice. Consequently, it was
felt that a roundtable conference on comparative ovar-
ian pathology would be beneficial and timely for pa-
thologists in general, as well as those associated with
the National Toxicology Program. The following 10 pa-
pers were provided by experts who made formal pre-
sentations at the Roundtable Conference on Compara-
tive Ovarian Pathology held at the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences, Research Triangle
Park, NC, on September 24-25, 1985.
These collectedpaperscovermultipleaspectsofovar-
ian pathology and should provide a useful comparative
pathology resource. Endocrinological aspect ofgonadal
production and function are presented, along with ex-
amples of how perturbations in endocrine balance and
feedback can lead to ovarian lesions in women. A thor-
ough discussion of the classification of human ovarian
neoplasia, along with diagnostic criteria, has been pro-
vided. Normal structure, anomalies, and lesions ofthe
ovaries of domestic animals are described and con-
trasted. Based onthe findings from aprospective study
of 466 hens, we learn that there is high incidence of
ovarian cancer in hens over 2 years of age. Taken to-
gether, several papers in the present collection provide
a comprehensive and well-illustrated compilation ofthe
spectrum of neoplastic and nonneoplastic lesions found
in the ovaries of rats and mice. In addition to results
from experimental ovariancarcinogenesis studiesinthe
rat, some ofthe recent experiences ofthe National Tox-
icologyProgramwithrespecttochemicallycausedovar-
ian toxicity and carcinogenicity are highlighted.
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